
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Fair Student Guide 

2023-2024 
 

Adapted from the 2018-2019 Reading Fair Guidelines published by the Mississippi Department of Education 
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JPSD READING FAIR 
 

The Mississippi State Department of Education has discontinued the Regional Reading Fair; however, the 
Jackson Public School District will conduct an in-district reading fair for the 2023- 2024 school year. 

The purpose of the Jackson Public Schools Reading Fair is to provide students an opportunity to highlight their 

favorite book using a storyboard or various media source display.   The Jackson Public Schools Reading Fair 

Guidelines provides 
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the project should be placed in the division of the oldest student. This does not include class projects. 
Division K, L, N, and O can choose between Storyboard Digital Media Presentation. 

 
READING FAIR CATEGORIES 

 

● Students in grades 3-12 have the opportunity to share their favorite nonfiction book. All students 

deciding to do so are to compete in the Individual Divisions, within their specified grade group 

(Divisions J-O
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● Only students may present the projects during the judging - 
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DIGITAL MEDIA PROJECTS 
 

In a continued effort to bring technology to the classroom, the Reading Fair will feature digital 
presentations. Only Divisions E, F, H, I, K, L, N, and O can present Digital Media Projects. 

 
● Students can create digital presentations using PowerPoint, Google Slide, or the presentation 

format of their choice. 

● Students must provide their own iPad or laptop computer. The device should be charged and 

cannot be plugged in during judging. 

● Maximum time limit: 3 minutes. 

● Any materials that are deemed copyrighted - book covers or Internet images must give credit 

to the creator or source. 

● Project is to be written in the student’s own words and information has not been directly copied 

or plagiarized from any source.  

● Digital Project must contain the same elements as the Storyboard Project. 
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LITERARY FICTION  
 

 
NOTE: 





 

11 

 

MAGNOLIA RESOURCES 
 
 

 

 

Description 
On, over, beyond, within, like, 

as, among, descriptive 
adjectives, figurative language 
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KIDSREADS includes thoughtful book reviews, compelling 

features, in-depth author profiles and interviews, and 

excerpts of new releases. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

AR BOOK FINDER allows students, teachers, parents, 

and librarians to search in English or Spanish to find book 

level or a Lexile™ measure, interest level, title, award-

winners, state lists, & CCRS Exemplars.  

 

 

 

 
 

FULL TEXT POETRY a list of websites that provide the 

full text of thousands of poems, as well as poet 

biographies, audio of poets reading their work, and essays 

about poetry. 

 

 

 

 
 

NOVELIST offers book-finding tools for librarians and 

students which includes readers' advisory products and 

content that strengthen the connection between books, 

readers, and libraries. 

 

 

 

FIND A BOOK 
 

http://www.kidsreads.com/
http://www.arbookfind.com/default.aspx
http://magnolia.msstate.edu/k12/high-poetry.asp
http://web.a.ebscohost.com/novelist/search/novbasic?sid=2a082466-9946-4f9d-b120-4a4b238b4915%40sessionmgr4009&vid=16&hid=4107


http://www.lexile.com/fab/ms
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● PK-1: Retell (through writing/ drawing/ dictating the story) (RL.K-1.2) 

● 2-3: Recount the story in a written response - this includes the message or lesson of the story (RL.2-3.2) 

● 4-12: Summarize the story in a written response - this includes the message or theme of the story (RL.4-12.2) 
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Short Description: 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
 

STEP 8: AUTHORôS STUDY - GRADES 9-12 ONLY 
 

Compare the plot lines, characters, and/or theme of the story by different author or the same author.  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
 

STEP 9: DESIGN YOUR PRESENTATION 
 

Congratulations! The hard part is over; now, the fun begins!  

 

● Use a standard tri-fold storyboard that unfolds to be 36” high x 48” wide. The sides fold in to make the 

board stand by itself.  

● Be cautious with flashing transition in your digital presentation.  

● To keep the judge from feeling overwhelmed, you should keep the text on each slide short and to the 

point. Use the 5/5/5 rule: no more than five words per line of text, five lines of text per slide, or five text-

heavy slides in a row. 

● Don’t overload your presentation with animations.  

● Carefully type or write the story elements in Steps 2 - 8. Be creative! For example, if your person is a 

football player, you might choose a font like “IMPACT.”  
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● Your text should be easy to read and pleasant to look at. Large, simple fonts and theme colors are 

always your best bet.  

● Props add interest but must fit in the middle of the display. No items can protrude from the back 

or top of the tri-fold board. Props can be battery-operated, but you cannot use electrical outlets 

and extension cords. Items cannot be alive, valuable, or dangerous.  

● You do not have to display the book, have props, or dress up.  

● If creating a bilingual presentation, remember to translate all required elements into English for judging. 

 
 

 
 

 



 

21 

 

STUDENT READING FAIR STORYBOARD PROJECT CHECKLIST 
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Student Name 

Book Title 



 

23 

 

NONFICTION GUIDE 
 

STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR CATEGORY AND DIVISION 
 

Category: Informational Nonfiction Texts (Divisions G-I)  
 
_____ Division G (Grades 3-5)   _____ Division M (Grades 3-5)      
 
_____ Division H* (Grades 6-8)   _____ Division N* (Grades 6-8)      
                               
_____ Division I* (Grades 9-12)   _____ Division O* (Grades 9-12)      

 
*Note: These divisions can choose between Storyboard or Digital Media Presentation. 
 

 
 

STEP 2: BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
 

Use the copyright page to identify the bibliographic information.  
 

Title: Name of the Book. Make sure the title is underlined or use italics if typing.  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Author: The person who wrote the words or text in a book. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/cube-creator-30850.html
http://edhelper.com/teachers/graphic_organizers.htm
https://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
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Why did the author write the book? 
 
_____ To entertain   _____ To inform      
                               
_____ To persuade   _____ A combination of the above      

                                

STEP 8: TOPIC STUDY - GRADES 9-12 ONLY 
 

Recommend another text that has similar or opposing/alternate information on the same topic. (CCR.R.9) 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 

 
 

STEP 9: DESIGN YOUR PRESENTATION 
 

Congratulations! The hard part is over; now, the fun begins!  

 

● Use a standard tri-fold storyboard that unfolds to be 36” high x 48” wide. The sides fold in to make the 

board stand by itself.  

● Be cautious with flashing transition in your digital presentation.  

● To keep the judge from feeling overwhelmed, you should keep the text on each slide short and to the 

point. Use the 5/5/5 rule: no more than five words per line of text, five lines of text per slide, or five text-

heavy slides in a row. 

● Don’t overload your presentation with animations.  

● Carefully type or write the story elements in Steps 2 - 8. Be creative! For example, if your person is a 

football player, you might choose a font like “IMPACT.”  

● 
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● You do not have to display the book, have props, or dress up.  

● If creating a bilingual presentation, remember to translate all required elements into English for judging. 
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STUDENT READING FAIR STORYBOARD PROJECT CHECKLIST 

Informational Nonfiction Text | Divisions G-I and M  

Student Name 

Book Title 

Grade Division Bilingual (circle one)   Yes     No 
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STUDENT READING FAIR DIGITAL MEDIA PROJECT CHECKLIST 
Informational Nonfiction Text | Divisions H and I; N and O 
 

Student Name 

Book Title 

Grade Division Bilingual (circle one)   Yes     No 

School 

School District 

HR Teacher
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Journal: Daily record of events. 

Literary Nonfiction: Text that conveys factual information. The text may or may not employ a narrative structure and 
characteristics such as dialogue. Additionally, literary nonfiction may also persuade, inform, explain, describe, or amuse. 

Main Idea: The central thought of a nonfiction text. 

Narrative: A story about fictional or real events. 

Observation: Act of making and recording a measurement. 

Opinion Piece: Writing in which a personal opinion is expressed about a topic. As grade levels progress, the writer must 
support a point of view with reasons and/or information. 

Plot: Sequence of events or actions in a short story, novel, or narrative poem. 

Publisher: Person or company that produces and distributes printed material. 

Publication Date: The date the material was printed. 

Proposal: Collection of plans or assumptions. 

Purpose


